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BALCONY DEATH ON GOLD COAST SPARKS SCHOOLIES WARNING 

 

PEAK STRATA BODY PLEAS SCHOOLIES TO LOOK OUT FOR THEIR MATES DURING 

SCHOOLIES WEEK TO PREVENT ANOTHER TRAGEDY 

Queensland Schoolies staying in high rise apartments are being urged to look out 
for each other during Schoolies week and be especially careful on high-rise 
balconies following the death of a young man yesterday on the Gold Coast – 
just days out from the start of this week’s Schoolies invasion.  

 
The State’s peak strata body says it doesn’t want a repeat of the death of a 
Schoolie last year on the Gold Coast and adds that it is shocked by the death of 
a 22-year-old man who yesterday fell from a Surfers Paradise high-rise balcony. 
 
Strata Community Association (Qld) says balcony climbing, and skylarking are 

deadly activities for Schoolies and a tragedy waiting to happen. 
 
SCA (Qld) is encouraging Schoolies to set a good example for their mates and 
on-site building managers to crack down on unsafe behaviour. 
 
SCA (Qld) President James Nickless says, “The loss of a young life is devastating 

and we’re urging Schoolies and building managers to promote safe behaviour 
this Schoolies week. The message is clear: be safe on balconies. 
 
“Safety of Schoolies and other patrons in high-rise buildings is the number one 
priority during Schoolies week.” 

 
“On-site managers should be strict on enforcing a no-tolerance policy for unsafe 
and unruly behaviour. They should clarify the rules about what’s expected of 
Schoolies during their celebrations and what won’t be tolerated.”  
 
“Alcohol-fuelled parties, drug use and over-crowding in apartments are 

common factors implicated in fatalities and injuries. We’re urging Schoolies to 
not get swept up in activities that may put their lives in danger.”    
 
“Bodies corporate can take a proactive role in promoting safe behaviour. 
Notices cautioning school-leavers against dangerous activities, like skylarking, 
could be displayed in common areas and inside apartments that are let out.” 

 
“Access to common areas that may be unsafe is usually restricted. This includes 
rooftops and the body corporate should prevent access to pools and spas after 
hours.  Some bodies corporate may consider engaging independent security 
contractors to ensure heightened safety for all building occupants during this 

period” 
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“Inside apartments, we hope Schoolies will speak up if they see a friend putting 
their life at risk.”  

 
“Any incidences of Schoolies balcony hopping or throwing objects off high-rises 
should be reported immediately to onsite  managers or police, so they can step 
in before things get out of hand.” 
 
“Our message to Schoolies and building managers is to play it safe this Schoolies 

week so another tragic death is prevented.”  
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About Strata Community Association (Qld) 

 

Strata Community Australia (Qld) Limited (SCA Qld) is the peak industry body 
for Body Corporate and Community Title Management in Queensland. 
Membership includes body corporate managers, support staff, committee 
members and suppliers of products and services to the industry. SCA (Qld) 
members manage property worth an estimated replacement value of 
$120billion. 

 
There are more than 50,000 community titles schemes with 513,000 
community titled lots in Queensland. 43.3% of all new dwelling approvals are 
expected to be lots in a body corporate scheme. SCA (Qld) proudly fulfils the 
dual roles of a professional institute and consumer advocate. 
Website: www.qld.strata.community  
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