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Attention Queensland Media 

STRATA LEADERS DEMAND UNFAIR BY-LAWS RESTRICTING SOLAR BE SCRAPPED 

SUSTAINABILITY IMPROVEMENTS MORE IMPORTANT THAN BUILDING AESTHETICS 

PEAK STRATA BODY ADVOCATES FOR SOLAR POWER IN QLD STRATA COMMUNITIES 

Thousands of Queensland apartment, townhouse and unit owners who want to 
see rooftop solar panels installed to reduce electricity costs have suffered a 
setback. 
 

The rights of lot owners to install solar panels in community title schemes in 
Queensland has long been overshadowed by the interests of developers and 
bodies corporate citing aesthetic impacts. 
 
A recent Queensland Court of Appeal decision which upheld a restrictive 
developer’s covenant on solar panels considered to have an adverse visual 

impact has forced a Queensland lot owner to relocate their solar panels to a less 
energy efficient section of their roof. 
 
This is despite amendments to the Building Act 1975 and the Body Corporate 
and Community Management Act 1997 adopted by the Queensland 
Government, known as the “ban the banners” amendments, which aim to 

promote sustainable and energy efficient construction.    
 
Strata Community Association (Qld) is concerned prioritising building aesthetics 
in the eyes of developers and bodies corporate causes unnecessary tension with 
individual lot owners and discourages all from working together to create more 

energy efficient community titled schemes. 
 
Prior to the adoption of the “ban the banners” amendments in 2010, it was not 
uncommon for developers or bodies corporate to put in place restrictive 
covenants, by-laws or codes that prohibit sustainability improvements, including 
the installation of solar panels. 

 
Strata Community Association (Qld) President James Nickless says, “Since 2010, 
the ‘ban the banners’ amendments have served to protect the interests of lot 
owners who desire more energy efficient homes.  
 
“Under these amendments, a by-law cannot prohibit solar panels based solely 

on aesthetic requirements, nor can a developer or body corporate withhold 
consent solely to preserve or enhance a building’s external appearance.   
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“However, the court’s decision in favour of the developer in the case of Bettson 
Properties Pty Ltd & Anor v Tyler [2019] QCA 176, effectively paves the way to the 
reintroduction of restrictive by-laws.”  

 
Strata Community Association (Qld) says the court’s decision sets a dangerous 
precedent that runs counter to the aims of the “ban the banners” amendments 
and re-opens debate on solar panels in strata communities. 
 
Mr Nickless says, “The installation of solar panels by individual lots owners is often 

divisive if some rooftops or balconies have them and others don’t. It’s 
understandable that lot owners and bodies corporate alike may desire a 
streamlined look to buildings within a strata scheme. 
 
“We advocate that bodies corporate in Queensland promote solar power and 

encourage all lot owners to install solar panels so the entire strata community 
may reap the rewards. We believe the environmental and financial benefits of 
solar panels far outweigh any aesthetic criticisms.”     
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About Strata Community Association (QLD) 
 

Strata Community Association (Qld) Limited (SCA Qld) is the peak industry 
body for Body Corporate and Community Title Management in Queensland. 
Membership includes body corporate managers, support staff, committee 
members and suppliers of products and services to the industry. SCA (Qld) 

members manage property worth an estimated replacement value of 
$80billion. 
 
There are more than 49,000 community titles schemes with 498,000 
community titled lots in Queensland. 43.3% of all new dwelling approvals are 
expected to be lots in a body corporate scheme. SCA (Qld) proudly fulfils the 
dual roles of a professional institute and consumer advocate. 
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