
SUMMIT TO TACKLE THE HIGH RISE OF BUILDING DEFECTS 
 
 
The building defect crisis carries costly implications for the seven million Australians living in 
the strata property sector – more than 1.2 million  of them in Queensland. 

As more Australians move into  strata communities and with ongoing development growth, 
problems with flammable cladding, hazardous electric cabling, cracking and asbestos-
tainted materials are becoming rife. 

These problems will be addressed at the Safe Buildings and Defects Management Summit in 
Brisbane on February 26-28 where Strata Community Association (Qld) President James Nickless 
will be one of the key strata sector representatives raising awareness about the consumer 
perspective.  
 
“The extent of the defects problem has shattered public confidence in the industry, with 
many stakeholders declaring it has reached crisis levels,” Mr Nickless said. 

SCA (Qld) is the peak industry body for body corporate and community title management in 
Queensland, representing more than 65 percent of all strata title under management in 
Queensland. Its members manage more than $120 billion in replacement value.  

Mr Nickless who specialises in all aspects of strata law, is passionate about advancing the 
strata industry, particularly while building defects generate media headlines. 
 
 
Mr Nickless said the summit was vital because building defects pose a significant danger for 
the future of the Australian building and construction industry and any initiatives must be 
solution focussed. 
 
“The more than 1.2 million people living in apartments, units and other strata title 
properties in our beautiful state have the right to feel secure and safe,” Mr Nickless said. 
 
“The cost of rectifying major structural defects is often in the millions of dollars for affected 
owners. The financial impacts could lead to bankruptcy for many who cannot afford this 
unexpected liability. We must continue to drive the building defects agenda.” 
 
The event will bring together key government policy makers and building and construction 
industry professionals from across Australia to develop strategies to mitigate the risk of 
defects, finance remediation and build confidence in the sector. 
 
Mr Nickless said that is just what SCA (Qld) stands for.  
 
“Our aim is push for law reform that improves strata community living, that reduces costs 
and to assist strata communities in managing their buildings well. 
 
 



With building defect remediation costs projected to reach $6.2 billion nationwide, industry, 
government and building owners are scrambling to determine the stakeholders responsible, 
how to finance and remediate the multi-billion-dollar problem and what needs to be done 
to prevent these issues from happening again.  
  
 
 
 
 


