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Sunday, 19 January 2020 

 

Attention Queensland Media 

 

APARTMENT AND UNIT OWNERS IN QLD WARNED TO CHECK BALCONY FIRE SAFETY 

THIS SUMMER HOLIDAYS  

THE FLAMMABLE CLADDING CRISIS ACROSS THE NATION MEANS EXTRA CAUTION 

An important fire safety warning has been issued for the holiday season in 
Queensland for people living in or renting apartments, units, townhouses and 
other strata title properties this Summer. 

 
Balcony and outdoor revellers have been urged to immediately review fire 
safety plans before the holiday celebrations begin, especially if they have 
rented unfamiliar holiday accommodation. 
 
With thousands of apartment buildings across the nation covered in dangerous 

flammable cladding which could easily be ignited by balcony barbecues, 
apartment owners and residents are reminded to take extra care over Summer.  
 
More than 72 people were killed in 2017 in London during the Grenfell fire which 
ignited and spread quickly because of flammable cladding.  

 
The peak body for Australia’s $1.2 trillion strata sector has urged apartment 
owners and residents in Queensland to check their building’s fire safety 
guidelines as a precaution to mitigate the risks before Australia Day. 
 
Strata Community Association (Qld) is urging owners and residents to carry out 

fire safety checks on balcony barbecues, given the significant risks of the current 
flammable cladding situation.  
 
They are also reminding owners and residents to clean up any lose items on 
balconies that can easily catch fire after one of the cladding fires in Melbourne 
was caused by a cardboard box that smouldered from a cigarette butt. 

 
SCA (Qld) President James Nickless says, “A fire in an apartment building has the 
potential to simultaneously put many lives and properties at risk, so we are simply 
asking apartment owners to take proactive fire safety measures before lighting 
up their barbecue this long weekend.” 
 

“It’s evident that fire departments around the country are taking the threat of 
fires and flammable cladding very seriously, so we’re simply asking apartment 
owners to do the same. 
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“There are a few easy steps people can take to ensure their barbeques are 
operated safely on balconies this long weekend.” 
 

1. Follow the barbecue manufacturer’s instructions and use the correct start 

up and shut down procedures. 

2. Regularly check gas bottles. Always store them outside, upright and away 

from sources of heat and turn them off when not in use.  

3. Always place the barbecue away from anything flammable and only use 

in a well-ventilated area. 

4. Always clean the barbecue and grease tray before and after lighting to 

prevent fires. 

5. Keep a fire extinguisher easily accessible, in case of fire.  

6. Clean up any lose items on the balcony that may catch fire. 

7. Extinguish and discard cigarette butts safely.  

 
“You don’t need to be an expert to read a product safety guide on barbeques, 

so we are hoping to see owners in Queensland take risk out of the equation this 
Australia Day and enjoy the festivities.” 
 
Strata Community Association (Qld) is urging owners in Queensland to consult 
with local fire departments if they have questions or concerns about fire safety. 

 
ENDS 

 

About Strata Community Association (QLD) 
 

Strata Community Australia (Qld) Limited (SCA Qld) is the peak industry body 

for Body Corporate and Community Title Management in Queensland. 
Membership includes body corporate managers, support staff, committee 
members and suppliers of products and services to the industry. SCA (Qld) 
members manage property worth an estimated replacement value of 
$120billion. 
 
There are more than 49,000 community titles schemes with 498,000 

community titled lots in Queensland. 43.3% of all new dwelling approvals are 
expected to be lots in a body corporate scheme. SCA (Qld) proudly fulfils the 
dual roles of a professional institute and consumer advocate. 
Website: http://qld.stratacommunity.org.au/ 
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