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MAKE SCHOOLIES AND THEIR PARENTS BEHAVE IN QUEENSLAND 

QUEENSLAND STRATA MANAGERS CALL FOR A ZERO-TOLERANCE POLICY ON 

MISBEHAVING SCHOOLIES 

Misbehaving Schoolies are being warned to expect a zero-tolerance policy from 
apartment, unit and other strata managers as the deadline draws closer for the 
annual Schoolies week later this month. 
 
Strata apartment managers say that in previous years, a minority of Schoolies 

and over aged “toolies” have left a trail of apartment and unit vandalism and 
destruction in their wake, costing many thousands of dollars in repairs to private 
and common property. 
 
The managers say that 95% of Schoolies are a credit to their parents, but the 
remaining 5% need to be pulled into line and shown a zero-tolerance policy. 

 
Apartment overcrowding, illegal alcohol fuelled parties, drug use, dangerous 
balcony hopping and the deliberate throwing of objects from high-rise balconies 
have all presented problems to apartment owners and managers in previous 
years in Schoolies hotspots. 
 

Then, of course, flammable cladding is still linked to thousands of apartment 
complexes throughout Australia, presenting its own serious risk. 
 
And apartment owners now fear a new problem this year – drones. 
 

The warning about a zero-tolerance policy for Schoolies has come from Strata 
Community Association (Qld) President James Nickless. 
   
“A lack of awareness on what constitutes illegal drone use may land high school 
graduates in hot water this Schoolies season if they’re not careful.”  
 

With Schoolies festivities kicking off this month in Queensland, building managers 
are being urged to clamp down on the misuse of drones and other camera-
fitted devices that may breach Australian drone regulations or infringe on the 
privacy of other patrons in strata complexes.  
 
The peak body for Australia’s $1.2trillion strata sector cautions school leavers who 

may get caught up in documenting their Schoolies experience and act in ways 
that encourage building managers to step in if complaints arise. 
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Beyond a nuisance, flying drones too close to people and property has real 
consequences is the message from Strata Community Association (Qld).  
 

SCA (Qld) is concerned many school leavers and strata residents are unfamiliar 
with Australian drone regulations.  
 
Mr Nickless says, “The Australian drone regulations are air-tight on where and 
when you can fly drones. It may surprise some to know that you can’t fly drones 
between sunrise and sunset or above populated areas.  

 
“Drones being flown by Schoolies between high rise apartments are an accident 
waiting to happen.” 
 
Mr Nickless also warned parents not to turn up at apartments with cases of 

alcohol for under aged Schoolies and advised that building managers should 
report this to police if it happens. 
 
“The biggest single problem for strata residents is that the street party then returns 
to the apartments. 
 

“We have seen 30 people crammed into two-bedroom apartments with drunken 
parties kicking on until the early hours. 
 
“Of special concern is drunk or drugged teenagers precariously balcony 
hopping in high rise apartments and putting their lives at risk. 
 

“The message this year from the strata community is have fun for sure, but there 
will be a zero-tolerance policy adopted to teenagers and their parents who step 
over the line.”   
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About Strata Community Association (QLD) 
 

Strata Community Australia (Qld) Limited (SCA Qld) is the peak industry body 
for Body Corporate and Community Title Management in Queensland. 
Membership includes body corporate managers, support staff, committee 
members and suppliers of products and services to the industry. SCA (Qld) 
members manage property worth an estimated replacement value of 

$120billion. 
 
There are more than 50,000 community titles schemes with513,000 community 
titled lots in Queensland. 43.3% of all new dwelling approvals are expected to 
be lots in a body corporate scheme. SCA (Qld) proudly fulfils the dual roles of 
a professional institute and consumer advocate. 
Website: http://qld.stratacommunity.org.au/ 
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