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Sunday March 31, 2019 

 

Attention Queensland Media 

 

OVER 4000 QUEENSLAND BUILDINGS  MAY BE “BURNED” FOR MISSING 

‘UNREASONABLE’ CLADDING DEADLINES 

 

PEAK STRATA BODY DISHEARTENED THAT NON-COMBUSTIBLE CLADDING 

FORCES OWNERS TO HIGHER EXPENSES  
 

The peak body for Queensland’s strata sector, housing 1.2 million residents is 

disheartened by the fact that the Queensland Building & Construction 

Commission (QBCC) has not reacted to industry calls for extensions due to 

delays, natural catastrophes and technical difficulties relating to the cladding 

regulation. 

 

They say the Safer Buildings Program set up to identify flammable cladding has 

only added to the financial strain of apartment owners going through the 

flammable cladding crisis and are urging Housing Minister Mick De Brenni and 

QBCC Commissioner Brett Bassett  to ‘show some heart’ and afford thousands of 

confused owners key deadline concessions. 

 

It is feared that of the 18,000 buildings requiring registration for the Safer Buildings 

Program by March 29, this Friday, over 4,000 may have missed the deadline 

inadvertently, automatically pushing them onto phase 2, requiring cladding 

inspections that could cost anywhere between $2,000-4,000 per building. 

 

Strata Community Association (Qld) is the peak industry body for Body Corporate 

and Community Title Management in Queensland and President Simon Barnard says 

multiple requests for a grace period have fallen on deaf ears and as a result 

thousands of Queenslanders will have to pay for it. 

 

“We’re extremely disappointed that repeated reasonable requests for extensions 

have been turned down by the QBCC, who seem content to put tens of thousands 

of property owners on track for costly inspections they will not need.” 

 

Initial government estimations were that only 10% of 12,000 residential buildings in 

scope would fall into stage 2 but the QBCC released figures a fortnight ago 

reflecting 25% of thus far 14,000 buildings had moved into stage 2. 

 



“The regulations are worded in a way that weatherboard, glass, ceramic tiles 

and timber are classified as potential combustible cladding in stage 1 but come 

stage 2 only Aluminium Composite Panelling is asked for to be reported on. This 

process is faulty at best and causes small bodies corporate thousands of dollars 

to engage a building industry professional when they could have already been 

cleared of any reporting requirements at stage 1.”  

“Deadlines are important and we’re all for potential threats to life and property 

damage being eliminated or minimised as soon as possible, but the deadlines 

and scheduling of the Safer Buildings Program were always tight and certain 

incidents did not help the issue.” 

Mr Barnard says the Safer Buildings Program has a costly domino effect whereby 

if you miss one deadline, you are automatically triggered into the next phase, 

completely skipping the part where the program is supposed to assess whether 

your building is actually at risk or not. 

“There were delays in activating some elements of the approval process at the 

end of 2018, then a 1 in 500 year flood struck and finally technical 

difficulties with the website prevented the owners from lodging their 

declarations. 

“Phase 2 and 3 of the Safer Buildings Program will involve some serious costs 

for strata communities around the state and we find it unacceptable that 

the QBCC is pushing them into these steps without considering the 

extenuating circumstances behind missed deadlines and the aparently 

intentional inclusion of common exterior building materials in stage 1.” 

“We expect a large portion of the buildings who have missed registration to 

be made up of flood and cyclone affected North Queensland buildings, as 

well as many who ticked ‘other’ due to lack of options for building materials.” 

Mr Barnard says some common sense grace period or a decision to not enforce 

must be made so that buildings already behind schedule do not befall 

further penalties in phases 2 and 3.  

“The phase 2 deadline to engage a professional to prepare a risk-assessment 

is only May 29, 2019, and then 27 August, 2019 for phase 3’s fire 

engineer engagement so buildings already behind schedule are well and 

truly on a slippery slope unless a concession is considered.” 
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“What we’re asking the QBCC to do isn’t unusual, it just requires them to show 

some heart and common sense and we await their response as to how they’ll 

spare thousands of Queenslanders from unnecessary bills.” 

Mr Barnard says strata property owners should consult with a professional body 

corporate manager for advice on the program and to ensure their communities 

do not fall behind key dates. 

ENDS 

About Strata Community Association 

Strata Community Association Limited (SCA) is the peak industry body for Body 

Corporate and Community Title Management in Australia & New Zealand. 

Membership includes body corporate managers, support staff, committee 

members and suppliers of products and services to the industry. SCA proudly 

fulfils the dual roles of a professional institute and consumer advocate. SCA has 

in excess of 3,300 members who help oversee, advise or manage a combined 

property portfolio with an estimated replacement value of over $995 trillion. 

Website: www.qld.strata.community 
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